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Victorian toys were usually made from wood,
metal and paper. The toys that Victorian children
had were very different if their family was rich or
poor.
Children from rich families played with toys
such as clockwork train sets, toy soldiers, rocking
horses, china dolls and dolls houses. In many
homes, the only toy children could play with on a
Sunday was Noah’s Ark, because it was from the
Bible.
Children from poor families played with
homemade toys such as peg dolls. Rags were
stuffed with sawdust to make balls and toy
animals. If they were lucky, poor children were
sometimes bought cheap penny toys from the
market.

Quick Questions
1. What materials were Victorian toys
made from?
2. Can you find an adjective used to
describe the poor families’ toys?

3. Why do you think children were lucky if
they were bought cheap penny toys?

4. Number these sentences 1-3 to show the
order that we find out about these things
in the text.
What children from poor
families played with.
What Victorian toys were made from.
What children from rich
families played with.
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Victorian toys were usually made from wood,
metal and paper. The toys that Victorian children
had were very different if their family was rich or
poor.
Children from rich families played with toys
such as clockwork train sets, toy soldiers, rocking
horses, china dolls and dolls houses. In many
homes, the only toy children could play with on a
Sunday was Noah’s Ark, because it was from the
Bible.
Children from poor families played with
homemade toys such as peg dolls. Rags were
stuffed with sawdust to make balls and toy
animals. If they were lucky, poor children were
sometimes bought cheap penny toys from the
market.

Quick Questions
1. What materials were Victorian toys
made from?
wood, metal and paper
2. Can you find an adjective used to
describe the poor families’ toys?
homemade
3. Why do you think children were lucky
if they were bought cheap penny toys?
Accept any inferential answer e.g.
‘Because they usually had to make their
own toys.’
4. Number these sentences 1-3 to show the
order that we find out about these things
in the text.
3 What children from poor
families played with.
1 What Victorian toys were made from.
2 What children from rich
families played with.

