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08 September 2022 
 
Dear Parents, Guardians, Carers 
 
Ofsted Inspection 
 
We have now received the official Ofsted report following their visit last term and we are delighted that the 
school has retained its “Good” status. 
 
Ofsted acknowledged that we are a happy and nurturing school where our ethos of “Deep roots for future 
growth” is well established.  They also made very positive comments around emphasis on reading, the design and 
teaching of our mathematics curriculum and the strong foundation our pupils receive during early years 
foundation stage. 
 
We would like to thank all of you that took the time to give feedback via the Parent View questionnaire and the 
children that engaged with Ofsted during the inspection.   It was wonderful to read that 95% of responses stated 
that they would recommend Oaklands Infants to another parent.  

  
Our thanks to Mrs O’Neill, Miss Weston and all of our staff for their continued hard work and commitment to our 
community.  A number of us were present to observe the inspection and couldn’t be prouder of their 
professionalism and dedication across both days. 
 
The primary area for improvement highlighted in the report is centred around the teaching of phonics.  The 
inspector places a lot of significance on the fact that the school has yet to implement a “systematic approach” to 
the teaching of phonics.   
 
To date the school has used a blended approach which takes aspects of multiple teaching programmes that 
complement each other.  As is evident from our published academic results, this has been a successful approach 
in recent years.   
 
There is however now a growing call for schools to adopt a single validated systematic synthetic phonics (SSP) 
programme.  The inspector was a strong advocate of the school adopting an SSP at the earliest opportunity. 
 
Fortunately, a significant amount of research and work had been undertaken by school leaders to select a 
programme appropriate to the school prior to the Ofsted visit so the process was already well underway.  The 
teaching staff will be implementing the “Sounds-Write’ scheme early in this academic year.   
 
We will be working closely with the Leadership Team as we continue to move the school forward and look 
forward to providing you with further updates as the year progresses. 
 
If you would like to discuss any aspect of the inspection please do feel free to contact the Chair of  Governors at 
mparker@oaklands-inf.wokingham.sch.uk  
 
Best Wishes, 
Oaklands Infant School Governing Body 
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