
 

Blackbirds phonics for week beginning 25th January 

Mon Sing an alphabet song 
together and point to 
letters as you go (see 
Appendix 7).  Avoid the 
usual part of the well 
known song where the 
letters L, M, N, O, P are 
sung quickly in three 
beats. Children cannot 
distinguish each letter and 
so they will need to sing 
the song placing equal 
emphasis on all letters, 
even if some of the 
musicality is lost! 

Then say some letter 
names and see if your 
children can write the 
correct capital letter. 

Show your child the ure 
sound (pronounced ‘your’).  
Remind children that a 
trigraph is three letters that 
make one sound.   

 

Ask your child to draw a 
phoneme frame (see 
appendix 1) and to write 
the following words. 

pure, cure, secure, manure. 

 

This is a tricky sound your 
child can watch the 
following link on youtube to 
help. 

https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=g_2Oju8WKW4 

 

Play countdown - see 
Appendix 2.  

 

 

Ask you child to read the 
following sentence. 

The farm has manure. 

 

Can they spot today’s 
sound? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g_2Oju8WKW4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g_2Oju8WKW4


 

Tue See if your child can 
remember how to say the 
sounds learnt so far. 

 

Again, don’t try to do all of 
them today, break them up 
over today and future 
sessions. 

Teach children about the rule 
for using the k sound at the 
end of a word. (Appendix 3).  
This is quite a tricky idea so it 
may take quite a while to 
sink in, don’t worry if they do 
not get it today. 

 

Read the following words to 
the children and discuss what 
the spelling should be and 
why: park, duck, leek, took, 
tank,  

Ask your child to draw a 
phoneme frame (see Appendix 
1) and to write the following 
words: 

pork, soak, back, spook, 
bonk, think. 

 

Ask your child to write the 
following sentences. Do they 
independently use a capital 
letter and full stop? 

Do they remember the rule 
about the k sound? 

 I think I see a duck in the 
park. 

I went back to see the tank. 

Wed Read through high frequency 
words learned so far: 

 

this, that, then, them, with, 
they, are, you, will, was, he, 
we, me, be, see, my, all, she, 
look, for, too, now, down 

 

Look at the pictures in 
Appendix 4.  Ask your child 
to decide whether the words 
end in a ck or a c 

 

Tank, bank, park, duck, 
book, tick 

Teach your child how to spell 
two-syllable words (see 
Appendix 5). 

Help your child to use this 
knowledge to spell: tanker, 
parking, bookish, tuck-shop, 
ticket. 

 

Read In the woods together 
(see Appendix 6) Draw your 
child’s attention to the way 
we stop at a full stop and 
point out capitals at the start 
of each sentence. 

 



Thu Read some (not all) of the 
high frequency words listed 
for yesterday’s opening 
activity and ask your child to 
spell them. 

 

Repeat what you taught your 
child yesterday about two-
syllable words and ask them 
to read the following:  
toothbrush, armchair, rocker, 
boxer, lighter, bedroom, 
waitress, raindrop, weeping, 
parking, poison. 

Play Buried treasure. Can 
your child use their phonic 
knowledge to read the words 
below and decide which are 
treasure (real words) and 
which are rubbish (made up 
words)? hammer, lutter, 
bitmun, corpork, bedroom, 
barteep. 

Ask you child to read the 
following sentence. 

Mark fed the cat. 

Then rewrite the sentence but 
substitute one of the following 
words and ask them to read 
it again.  Make your 
sentences sensible or funny, 
it’s up to you! 

dog/hid/Gail/moon. 

 

Fri See if your child can 
remember how to say the 
sounds learnt so far. 

 

Again, don’t try to do all of 
them today, break them up 
over today and future 
sessions. 

Ask you child to read the 
following two-syllable words: 
looking, powder, thicker, 
singer, farmyard. 

 

 

Ask your child to draw a 
phoneme frame (see Appendix 
1) and to write the following 
words: 

lightning, orchard, waiter, 
waiting. 

Play sentence substitution as 
you did at the end of 
yesterday’s session but this 
time use the following 
sentence and words: 

 

The sheep are in the shed. 

 

 bedroom/farmyard/cars/wait 



Appendix 1: Phoneme frame 

Ask your child to draw a phoneme frame on an A4 sheet, they should be familiar with what a phoneme frame looks like. 

For example, if you were going to ask them to write the word cat or paid you would first ask them to draw a phoneme frame with three sections.  Then give 

them the word to spell. If they miss out a letter they can see that there is a letter missing and know they must try again. This makes children listen more 

carefully for the sounds in a word and is extended as the words they are spelling become more complicated. 

 

c 
 
p 
 

a 
 

ai 
 

t 
 
d 
 

 

Appendix 2:  Countdown - time your child for 60 seconds, see how many of the following words they can read in that time.  Record the number of words they 

read, and see if next time they play they can beat their score: 

sure, pure, cure, insure, secure, manure, lighter, rocker, better, harder, corner, foil, join, toil, 

boil, coin, oil, aim, main, rain, wait, pain, bait, she, all, see, long, my, rank, sing, wink, ding, 

dunk, rink, pink, sunk, honk, chunk, long 

 

Appendix 3: Rules for using ck at the end of words 

Explain to your child that many words have the k sound at the end of a word but in English it is rarely spelt with the 
letter c. To find out whether to use a k or ck they need to remember the rule about which vowel/letter combinations 
are being used. If there is a short vowel sound (or a vowel on its own before the k sound) then they must use the ck 
spelling. If there is a longer vowel sound (e.g. digraphs) or a short vowel then a consonant before the k sound they 
usually use the letter k. 

 



Appendix 4: 

                               

 

 

Appendix 5: 

• Say a word (e.g. farmyard) then clap each syllable and ask your child to do the same. 
• Repeat but for other words such as your child’s name or favourite food etc. 
• Clap the first word again and eplain that the first clap is farm and the 

second is yard. 
• Ask your child for the sounds in farm and write them, underlining the digraph. 
• Repeat with the second syllable. 
• Read the completed word. 
• Repeat with another word. 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 6: 

In The Woods 
 
Chip the dog runs to the woods. 
He is looking for rabbits but sees a fox. 
The fox sees him and rushes off to its den. 
Chip dashes after it but cannot see it. 
He feels sad and runs back to his kennel. 

 

Appendix 7: 

 

 


