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Dear Parents/Carers

Welcome back to the second half of the autumn term and | hope you all had a lovely restful break with
your families.

On Tuesday morning, you may have seen a small town of buildings appear on the lawn at the front of the
school as you arrived for the start of the day. This was an incredible learning experience for our Year 2
children who have been learning about The Great Fire of London. This re-enactment of this famous
event during the morning (with an Edgbarrow fire warden on hand) will make this part of history come to
life for the children, having learnt so many historical facts and writing so well about this event, as well as
producing some lovely art work and buildings as part of this topic — amazing!

We are looking forward to this half term and the run up to Christmas which will be very busy with all that

we have planned but it will be extremely enjoyable! On Sunday one of our families will be laying a
wreath at St Johns Church for the remembrance service, please come and join in the service at 10am.

Vs W West

OAKLANDS SCHOOLS PTA

OAKLANDS
PTA

COLLABORATE . ENRICH . SUPPORT

. Reminder that for the school fireworks the
only entrance is on Butler Road, the gate will
be open from 5pm.

. We managed to raise £323.§3 across both JUNIOR SCHOOL HALL
schools from the last non uniform day. Thank

you! Infants 4:30 - 5:30 PM (£5)
/ Juniors 6:00 - 7:30 PM (£6)

BEAT THE QUEUE AND BUY TICKETS ONLINE!

Buy your tickets here:

Snacks and water available for infants
Tuck shop available for juniors
Tickets will also be sold on the door
via cash or card payments.
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™ | carers to each class to celebrate the
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‘-_—:»l_» half term. Come directly to the

Celebration of Learning

Each half term, we invite parents/

children’s learning. Please find listed
below the dates and times for this

classroom for the time stated. Beech
class will be hosting a class assembly
showcasing their learning. Please line
up at the main entrance, we will
open the hall door from 8.50am.

Class Date Time
Ash Friday 6th December 2:45pm
Willow Monday 16th December 2:45pm

Chestnut Tuesday 17th December 3pm

Silver Birch Monday 16th December 3pm

Beech

Friday 22nd December

9.00am: class assembly in the hall

Elm

Thursday 12th December

3pm

Children
in Need

FRIDAY 15th NOVEMBER 2024

Both Oaklands Infant and Junior Schools will both
be supporting Children in Need this year.

We would like to encourage everyone to wear
non-uniform and something spotty and make a
donation of £1 using the following link

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/
Default.aspx?shopid=16653

Let’s Support

CHILDREN IN NEED

The team are looking forward to celebrating with you.
Book with your online booking system now!

MAIN COURSE
Fish Fingers

served with chips. With peas or beans

Vegan Nuggets
Served with chips. With peas or beans

PUDDING
Pudsey's Ginger Biscuit
Fruit Salad

Fruit Jelly

Strawberry Yogurt

We've supporting
[BIB|C]
Children
in Need

culinera.

feeding the future

15" November 2024
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In our subject assembly yesterday, we read the book The Dot by Peter H.
Reynolds.

Art class is over, but Vashti is sitting glued to her chair in front of a blank piece
of paper. The words of her teacher are a gentle invitation to express herself.
But Vashti can't draw - she's no artist. To prove her point, Vashti jabs at a
blank sheet of paper to make an unremarkable and angry mark. "There!" she

says.

That one little dot marks the beginning of Vashti's journey of surprise and self-
discovery. That special moment is the core of Peter H. Reynolds's delicate

fable about the creative spirit in all of us.

EEEENSa-TEENCE G
Each child will be coming home today with a dot to decorate for us to make a
whole school display similar to the ones below. The children can use any
media, paint, felt pen, or pencil. When completed, please could your child
give their dot into their class teacher by Friday 22" November.

Thank you for your co-operation.
Miriam Davies

Art Subject Lead
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Pinehurst Care Home

On Friday 8th November, twelve pupils from Year 2 spent an enjoyable morning at
Pinehurst Care Home. They spent time chatting with the residents and producing poppies
for an eye-catching display for the entrance hall at the home. The children were
impeccably behaved, demonstrating their Marvellous Manners throughout the visit.
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Congratulations to all the children who received a

Goldie leaf last half term. These children received

their leaf for remembering their Marvellous
Manners: listening to adults, speaking in a polite
tone, being ready to learn and allowing others to
learn. Well done children, your leaf will be coming
home with you next week.
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Oakland Infants Character: HOLLY

This half term our character focus is Holly.

Holly was on her own feeling lonely. She decided to ‘have a go’ at making friends. Before she knew it
she was surrounded by lots of other holly leaves and berries. Now she’ll always have a go.

Already we are seeing children throughout the school:

3 trying activities even when they are a bit more challenging.
3 having a go at changing behaviours to make good choices.
. trying to be more independent e.g. getting changed for PE.

3 having a go at using their phonics in reading and writing.

Well done infants, keep on ‘Having a goClike Holly!
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Foundation Stage

The children have come back from the half term break happy and ready to start .
another busy half term. This half term our topic focus is ‘People who Help us’. We @ PR ICro, e &. 1':2-
will be learning about different occupations in our community and who we need A5 P R

to call on in an emergency. We started this week by reading the story >
‘Emergency!" and the children have been thinking about what they would like to
do when they are grown ups. If any parents are doctors, vets, firefighters etc who
would be willing to pop in to talk briefly about their job then please let us know.

choosing sessions.

Year1

This half term, Year 1’s topic is Walk on the Wild Side. Our writing will be focussed
on the story of Monkey Puzzle by Julia Donaldson. Through talk, play, stories,
poems, songs and writing, we will be learning to identify, name and describe a
variety of common animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals.
We will discover which animals are carnivores, which are herbivores and which are
omnivores. We will be walking around our beautiful school grounds to identify signs
of Autumn and will discuss the impact of seasonal change upon the plants and
animals in our environment. We will also learn about hot and cold continents, the
animals that live there and how they adapt to their climate. Towards the end of [
term, we will begin to immerse ourselves in the magic and stories of Christmas. -

M Ul\‘\t‘L}
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Year 2

This half term, Year 2’s topic is Remember Remember. Beech and Elm will be learning about the origins of Bonfire
Night and the events that took place during the Gunpowder Plot. The children will be thinking about the sights,
sounds and smells associated with watching a firework display and will use their ideas to write descriptive firework
poems. Our focus text is The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark and we will use this as
a vehicle to explore character and setting. Year 2 will also be learning about the
importance of Remembrance and the significance of the red and purple poppies.
They will use the red poppy in their Art lessons to create a range of work using
drawing, paint and chalk. In PSHE, we will discuss celebrating difference and how
treating each other with respect can make the world a better place. In Maths, we
will be revising our number bonds to 10 and 20, looking at related number facts and

using this knowledge to add and subtract from a 2-digit number. Another busy, but
exciting, half term ahead!
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London’s Burning

On Monday 4th November, as the end to our Panic in Pudding Lane topic,
Year 2 re-enacted The Great Fire of London. The fire started in Thomas
Farriner’s bakery in Pudding Lane and just like in 1666 the fire was slow to
spread but once it did, it soon took hold and swept through the houses
from east to west also destroying St. Paul’s Cathedral. There were lots of
gasps of amazement and shock from the children. This was a fantastic
way to end this enjoyable topic. A big thank you to Mr Woolridge, fire
marshal from Edgbarrow for facilitating this event.

Issue 5 - Friday, 8th November 2024



Oaklands Infant School

Autumn Term Dates 2024

Activities in November

Saturday 9" PTA: Fireworks
Monday 11" 11am: minute silence on the playground

Yr2 to visit St Johns church
Friday 15% Children in Need
Wednesday 20" 8.15 — 8.40am: Reading for Pleasure in the hall
Friday 22™ 9am: Beech class assembly

PTA disco
Thursday 28th 1.45pm: Phonics Workshop: Foundation Stage: information to follow

Date Activities in December

Tuesday 10" 9.15am: Christmas play performance
Wednesday 11" 9.15am: Christmas play performance
Thurs 12" PTA: Elfridges TBC
Friday 13" Afternoon: Yr2 Christmas fair with 0JS
Tuesday 17" AM: Pantomime in school
Wednesday 18" PM: Carol Service
Thursday 19" Christmas lunch
Friday 20" Christmas jumper day TBC

1.30pm: Break-up for Christmas holidays

Holidays Monday 23™ December — Friday 3™ January
Date Activities in January

Monday 6 INSET DAY
Tuesday 7 Children return to school

Home-Learning

We do not provide the children with formal homework but expect children to regularly
practise basic skills such as reading, spelling and number facts.

Home learning sheets are shared half termly which link to our topics. They contain ideas and

activities you can do at home to support work ongoing in class. Children are encouraged to bring in any
learning tasks completed at home to share with their class. Alongside the home-learning sheets we have
created Victor Vocabulary sheets, these provide a list of key vocabulary being taught.

Please click the links below for your year group:

Foundation Stage: Ash and Willow w

Year 1: Chestnut and Silver Birch =

Year 2: Beech and Elm . ® )
o
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http://oaklandsinfants.org/foundation-stage-2/
http://oaklandsinfants.org/year-1/
http://oaklandsinfants.org/year-2/

We are pleased to launch our Be Bright Be Seen competition. As it is

getting darker earlier, we are encouraging children to remember the

need to make themselves visible when walking, cycling and scooting.

This year, we are asking pupils to design a logo for a high vis
snapband. The winner will have their design printed for their entire
year group.

You can find full details on our website here: Design a logo
competition

Entries can be sent to the My Journey team at:
myjourney@wokingham.gov.uk. The deadline for entries is 25"
November 2024. Please see the attached flyer.

WOKINGHAM
BOROUGH COUNCIL

This competition is open to all primary aged pupils in
Wokingham Borough. The winner's year group will
each receive a reflective high vis snapband with the
design printed on.

Simple black and white designs will look best.

Send your deslgn to:
myjourney gov.uk

by 25 November

JoHFfi"ey

WOKINGHAM
BOROUGH COUNCIL

foodbahk

We don’t think anyone in our community should have to face going hungry. That’s why we

provide three days’ nutritionally balanced emergency food and support to local people

who are referred to us in crisis.

If you are in need of a little help and support with feeding your family then please email
Nikki Lenon at nlenon@oaklands-inf.wokingham.sch.uk. Nikki is able to issue foodbank
vouchers to families in crisis. This service is confidential and will also be able to be ac-

cessed during the holidays via email.

Issue 5 - Friday, 8th November 2024



https://www.myjourneywokingham.com/events/design-a-logo-competition/
https://www.myjourneywokingham.com/events/design-a-logo-competition/
mailto:myjourney@wokingham.gov.uk
mailto:nlenon@oaklands-inf.wokingham.sch.uk

Bonfire Night Safety

Always wear glms _. _ Keep fireworks
with sparklers. % v in a closed box.
7

Never go back to
a lit firework.
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SKILLS

v
WOKINGHAM E=ror LiFEL *
& \ 4

Sensory Maths
e (

Learn how to support
children's maths learning
through fun
multi-sensory activities.

Tuesday 26 November

Email: adulteducation@wokingham.gov.u
rCaII: 01189 743797

Fun with Time

Enhance your confidence in assisting your children with
learning to tell time, while discovering fun ways to
support their education at home. Familiarize yourself with
the different techniques used in schools to teach time and
the expectations for each grade level.

Earley Crescent Centre
Thursday 21st November 2024, 9:30 - 11:30am

SKILLS
FOR LIFE

Multiply

To enrol visit:
www.webenrol.com/wokingham

WOKINGHAM
BOROUGH COUNCIL

FREE COURSE
Explore ’L’éar'ning Through Lego ~

| — - Discover how to utilize Lego with your

chitdren; from-nursery to primary school =
\ This course is designed to assist parents in

age, for activities beyond just construction.
; ' . exploring fundamental math concepts such

as counting, measuring, symmetry, and
patterns, all linked to reception, KS1, and

KS2 curriculum,
o+  Date: Thursday, 7 November 2024
. Time: 9:30-11:30 AM
Location: Brambles Children Centre,
Wokingham

To enrol please visit www.webenrol.com/wokingham
Click courses then Help your Child with Maths then

; Select Learn with Lego
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FAMI LY SUPPORT ADVIH SOR
Ni k ki Lenon
07748 415285

nl enon@o akifanmdbki ngham. sc

Oakl ands I nfant School
01344 774644

admi n@ akhé&dnwes ki nghai. sc

Chair of Governo
Kat hryn Pierce
chair@oaklandsgov.co.uk

r

If you have any feedback about our newsletter, please email

admin@ oaklandmf.wokingham.schk
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