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OAK TREE NEWS 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Last week I had the pleasure of watching Chestnut class assembly. The children showcased a range of 
learning from Geography to History to Maths. The children did a fantastic job presenting their assembly 
to their parents and carers plus Willow class. Well done Chestnut class and Chestnut staff for your superb 
assembly!   
 
This half term we have celebrated NSPCC number day, Year 1 have visited Windsor Castle and Year 2 
have had an African dance and drumming workshop. Please take a look at the school website for some 
photos of these events.  
 
I want to wish you all a wonderful half term. It looks like another frosty week but hopefully the sun will 
shine for us! I look forward to welcoming you back to school on Monday 24th February, along with some 
new families joining the school. 
 

Miss E Weston 

Deep roots for future growth  

OAKLANDS INFANT SCHOOL 

 

 

Children who have 

received a Solo leaf  

(now on display on the 

Oak Tree in the hall):  

 

 

Ash: Maisie, Arhan, Nathan and William  
Willow: Olivia, Amelie and Ari 
Chestnut: Freddie, Benjamin, Hadya and Tallulah  
Silver Birch: Sebby, Oliver, Beau and Raphy  
Beech: Bear, Alex, Scarlett and Arian  
Elm: Joshua, Leticia, Sophia and Logan 
 
 
Ivy and Raphy (Silver Birch) and Darcie and Tina 
(Elm) all received a Goldie leaf for being super 
helpers on the playground, picking up rubbish and 
caring for the school environment.  
 

 

Voluntary Contribution 
 

We would like to say a huge thank you to all of 
you who have donated to our voluntary           

contribution so far; your support means so 
much to us. This link is also available on our 

home-page on the school website.  
 

Just Giving Link 

Knowledge Organisers 

Spring 1 knowledge organisers are available for 

you to view on the learning pages of the 

website.  This is so you can understand what 

your child has learnt this half term and they are 

a good way for you to review and revise their 

learning. Regular retrieval of knowledge helps 

us remember more effectively and helps the 

children have a deeper understanding over 

time. 

Click here:  Foundation Stage        Year 1     Year 2 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/oaklands-infant-school-1677100560450
http://oaklandsinfants.org/foundation-stage-2/
http://oaklandsinfants.org/year-1/
http://oaklandsinfants.org/year-2/
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NSPCC Number Day 

We managed to raise £136.15 from 

NSPCC Number day, well done 

everyone. 

Gallery 
 

New photos are available to view on our website, 
click on communications then photo galleries to 
see what new and exciting things the children 

have been up to. 

 

 

Parents and carers shopping at Asda have raised a 
fantastic £128.42 for Oaklands Schools PTA using 

the Asda Cashpot For Schools programme.  

Urgent Clothing Needed 

If you have any of the following spare please can 

you drop it into the school office as we are in 

desperate need of spare clothes. Thank you. 

• Navy socks and tights 

• Tracksuit trousers and PE shorts 

• Logo jumpers 
Donations 

We would like some new dolls and dolls clothes 

for foundation to play with, if anyone has any 

spare to donate please drop them to the school 

office. 

Shed 

A massive thank you to Mr 

Ireland, Mr Sheppard, Mr 

Morris & Mr MacCormick 

for taking the time to spend 

the day building the new 

shed in the foundation play 

area . 

 

Please remember that 
should you or your child/
ren experience incidents or 
behaviours that cause 
concern, either online, or in 

person, the Community Safety Partnership, which 
includes Wokingham Borough Council and 
Thames Valley Police, encourage you to notify the 
school and report directly to the police, by phone: 

 101 or online at: Report | Thames Valley Police. 
We would also encourage you to advise your 
child/ren on how to keep safe and what do to in 
the event of an emergency.  

DROP OFF REMINDER 

Please could we just remind you 

that school drop-off is  

8:40am-8:50am 

At 8:50am the class doors will be shut and you will 

need to come through the school office, this is           

recorded as a late in the register. 

https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/ro/report/
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Foundation Stage 

We have had a busy half-term learning about our planet Earth’s Polar Regions.  We learnt 

about the different animals and their habitats.  Lars from the story The Little Polar Bear 

ended up floating all the way to the jungle.  We sorted animals into groups, those that live in 

the jungle and those that live in the polar regions.  We enjoyed 

watching some nature clips about Emperor Penguins, Narwhals, 

whales and other polar animals.  The children were full of ideas of 

how we could rescue Lars from the ice (Jelly Baby in an ice cube!) 

and then ate him! We also had Number Day and were excited to 

dress up in clothes with numbers on and we had some great 

costumes! The day was in aid of raising money for the NSPCC and 

we had lots of fun learning about numbers and playing number 

games with our Year 6 buddies! 

Year 1 

What an exciting half term of learning we have enjoyed in Year 1! Through 
reading stories, looking at paintings, photographs and non-fiction texts, we 
have learnt all about the different features of a castle, why castles were built 
and the different roles of those who once lived in a castle. We learnt about 
William the Conqueror and the Battle of Hastings. We were even lucky 
enough to visit one of the real castles originally built by William the 

Conqueror! Our visit to Windsor Castle was the highlight of the half term for many of us. Today we celebrated 
our learning adventure by making sandwiches, adorning our crowns and enjoying a class banquet. 

We were fortunate enough to take part in an amazing scooter workshop at the start of the half term. We learnt 
about keeping safe, starting and stopping and saying, “Excuse me, please” to pedestrians. 

In Science we have been learning about seasonal change and how this affects the weather, plants, and animals 
around us. The best way to learn about the seasons is to get outside, and we have enjoyed putting on our warm 
coats and taking winter walks around our school grounds. We have been measuring the outside temperature and 
have been looking very closely at our school trees and plant life. 

In Maths, we have been learning to recognise, sort and discuss the features of 2D and 3D shape and we are 
currently exploring place value to 20. We are becoming very 
confident at using a range of manipulatives to build numbers up to 
20 and are able to recognise how many tens and how many ones 
are in each teen number. 
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Year 2  

Year 2 have spent an enjoyable few weeks touring the country of Kenya. We have found out lots of              

information about this diverse and interesting country. As Geographers we have studied the location, 

climate, topography and landscapes, comparing and contrasting with our life in the U.K. 

 

 

 

 

 

In English, we read the story of Lila and the Secret of Rain which is rich in descriptive language. We       

collected our own ‘wow’ words and wrote setting descriptions. We then planned our own version of the 

story concentrating on painting pictures with our words and extending our sentences. We have also 

been working hard on our handwriting, learning more joins and trying to ensure our writing is consistent 

in size.  

 

 

 

 

 

In Maths, we have learnt various addition and subtrac-

tion strategies and looked at different types of questions, identifying key words so we know which calcu-

lation to carry out. In Art, we looked at masks from different African nations, learning about the customs 

and traditions around wearing them. We then use the technique of cardboard relief to make our own 

masks. 

Finally in Science we learnt about what living things need to survive. To finish the topic, we enjoyed a day 

with Kwame from African Activities and produced our own non-fiction books about Kenya. A fantastic 

half term’s learning— well done Year 

2! 
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To bring to a close our Home and Away topic, Year 2 enjoyed an amazing day with Kwame from African Activities 

experiencing a range of immersive activities blending rhythm, movement, creativity, and culture.  

 

First the children learnt to play the djembe drum. They were taught how to hold and play the drum correctly      

before copying Kwame in a variety of different patterns and rhythms. We also learnt a simple high energy dance, 

designed for a whole body workout to the African beats. 

 

Next, Elm and Beech found out about the symbols and proverbs of the Akan people. Each symbol has a meaning 

and is a way of communicating. The children selected their own symbols to print their own piece of Adinkra Cloth. 

The day ended with a performance to parents and carers. A huge thank you to the PTA for funding this amazing 

day.  
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On Friday 7th February, we had a fantastic fun day celebrating NSPCC Number Day. We loved seeing all the       

number related costumes and carrots and potatoes in all shapes and sizes! 

We started the day with a Maths Assembly and successfully scored a million points in Who Wants to be a  

Mathionaire. In the afternoon, we partnered up with the Juniors to play board games which was great fun. 

The winners of our longest carrot competition were: 

Esme—Willow  

Jessica—Silver Birch 

El—Beech  

The winners of our heaviest potato competition were: 

Sonny—Ash  

Arabella—Chestnut  

Ethan—Elm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to El and Arabella who were the overall school winners.  

Thank you to everyone who took part, helping us to raise £136.15. 

 

Miss Davies and Miss Devereaux 

Maths Subject Lead 
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Oaklands Infant School 

Spring Term Dates 2025 

 

HALF-TERM Monday 17th February – Friday 21st February 

  

Spring 2 Character Focus: Ivy 

Monday 24th Children return to school 

Tuesday 25th Book Fair delivered 

Wednesday 26th 9.30am – 12pm: Yr2 Pizza Express trip 

Friday 28th PTA School Disco 

Date Activities in March 

WB 3rd
 Sponsored Read Event 

March 5th
 9.30am – 12pm: Yr2 Pizza Express trip 

Thursday 6th
 World Book Day 

Wednesday 19th
 8.15am: Reading for Pleasure (Infant hall) 

Friday 21st
 Red Nose Day 

Friday 28th
 9am: Silver Birch class assembly 

2.15pm: Foundation Grandparents afternoon 

WB 31st
 Arts Week 

Friday 4th April 1.30pm: End of term 

  

EASTER HOLIDAYS Monday 7th April – Monday 21st April 

  

Tuesday 22nd April Start of summer term 

YEAR 2 RE 

In Year 2 our RE topic has been Judaism. During this half term, we have been learning about why Jewish 
people celebrate Passover. We learnt that during Passover Jews remember how their ancestors were 
freed from slavery when they were led out of Egypt by Moses. We tasted some different types of food 
and what these symbolise.  
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World Book Day 

 

On Thursday 6th March, we will be taking part in 
‘World Book Day’ to promote a love of reading. 

 

As part of the day, children will be allowed to dress 
up as either their favourite character, or a title 
from a book (which their friends have to then 
guess). Alternatively, they could be dressed to 
‘snuggle up and read’ by wearing cosy clothes such 
as pyjamas or a onesie.  

 

Throughout the day, we will celebrate the magic of 
reading by completing an exciting range of book-
related tasks for the children to enjoy. During the 
afternoon, children will also be spending some 
time reading with children from the Juniors.   

Household Support Fund can help you 

More than £500,000 is available to help Wokingham Borough residents through the Household Support 

Fund this winter. You can apply if you’re struggling to pay for: 

Food   Bills 

Energy costs  Other everyday essentials 

 

The Household Support Fund has been allocated by the Department for Work and Pensions to councils in 

England to pass on money to residents who need it. 

What you’re entitled to depends on your situation: 

• Free school meal families - £15 per week, per child during the school holidays for each child 

receiving means-tested free school meals 

• Pensioners, carers and disabled people – one off grant of £120 

• All other households – one off grant of £60 

The current round covers October 1, 2024 to March 31, 2025. Do not re-apply if you’ve already got a 

payment recently. 

If you successfully applied for a Household Support Grant between 1 April and 30 September 2024, you 

will automatically get another payment this winter. It will be paid six months after your last payment. 

You do not need to re-apply. 

Spring Book Fair  

25th February till 10th March 

2025 

Celebrate reading books and earn free books for 

your school! Books start at just £2.99. This will be 

in the Year 2 library after school for two weeks 

from 3:10pm. Coupons and World Book Day 

vouchers can be used at the Book Fair, these will 

be handed out after half term. The voucher 

entitles you to £1 off the purchase of any book at 

the book fair. There will also be ‘pocket money’ 

items available to buy. The school benefits hugely 

from the commission generated by these sales (we 

get 60% off on all sales). At the last book sale this 

resulted in £617.56 worth of ’free’ books for the 

school. This makes a huge difference to the 

school’s library and topic resources, so all your 

support is much appreciated. Card 

payments available using a QR code or 

exact cash, no change is available. 
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If you have any feedback about our newsletter, please 

email  

admin@oaklands-inf.wokingham.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Family Support Advisor 
Nikki Lenon 

07748 415285  
nlenon@oaklands-inf.wokingham.sch.uk 

 
 

Oaklands Infant School Office 
01344 774644 

admin@oaklands-inf.wokingham.sch.uk 
 
 

Chair of Governors 
Kathryn Pierce 

chair@oaklandsgov.co.uk  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Invitation to the PTA AGM  
Wednesday 5th March 2025 

 

We will be holding a PTA Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) on 5th March 2025 

Time/location TBC 

This is an opportunity to hear about fundraising 
from the past year and activities planned for the 

year ahead. 

If you would like to put yourself forward to join 

the PTA Committee, please 

email oaklandschoolspta@gmail.com before the 

AGM 

mailto:admin@oaklands-inf.wokingham.sch
mailto:nlenon@oaklands-inf.wokingham.sch.uk
mailto:chair@oaklandsgov.co.uk
mailto:oaklandschoolspta@gmail.com

