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OAK TREE NEWS 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Ash and Willow Foundation classes, recently hosted a wonderful Grandparents’ assembly.  We were 
amazed by the number of visitors, around 90 in total which has to be a record number, which included 
Aunties and Uncles too.  The children clearly enjoyed sharing songs with actions for such a large, 
delighted audience.  This could have been very daunting for such young children, but they took this all in 
their stride with the support of staff.  Thank you to all who attended, participating in some of the songs/
actions too.  This was rounded off with a visit to classrooms and the Foundation play area, along with 
squash and biscuits. 

I am really pleased that as a school we value creativity so much, which can be therapeutic and very 
important for wellbeing.  Music, dance and drama has been a highlight during our Arts week, along with 
children’s artwork.  Staff also joined in with a ‘Secret Artist’ trail around the school for the children to 
guess when member of staff had created the artwork.  We had a special assembly with the Junior choir 
visiting to share one of the songs they learnt as part of an annual Wokingham Area Schools Music 
Association (WASMA), where they performed on stage at the Hexagon.  Our Infant children loved ‘Don’t 
Look Back in Anger’.  In addition, Junior musicians also treated us to some beautiful piano playing, violin 
and guitar solos.  

Our final assembly this week involved governors presenting awards to the children, which was very well 
received.  My grateful thanks to all our amazing staff, children, parents and governors for all your hard 
work this term.  

We wish you all a very relaxed and hopefully sunny Easter break.   

Mrs H West 

Deep roots for future growth  

OAKLANDS INFANT SCHOOL 

 

Children who have 

received a Solo leaf  

(now on display on the 

Oak Tree in the hall):  

 

 

Ash: Daisy, Ellerie 

Willow: Louis, Hugo 

Chestnut: Eden, Margot 

Silver Birch: Carys, Beau 

Beech: Thevan, Sammy 

Elm: Ethan, Hugo 

Voluntary Contribution 
 

We would like to say a huge thank you to all of 
you who have donated to our voluntary           

contribution so far; your support means so 
much to us. This link is also available on our 

home-page on the school website.  
 

Just Giving Link 

DROP OFF REMINDER 

Please could we just remind you 

that school drop-off is  

8:40am-8:50am 

At 8:50am the class doors will be shut and you 

will need to come through the school office, this 

is recorded as a late in the register. 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/oaklands-infant-school-1677100560450
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Attached to the newsletter is an Easter reading bingo that your   

children might like to participate in to keep reading fun during the 

holidays!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knowledge Organisers 

The Spring 2 knowledge organisers are available to you on the learning pages of the website.  This is so 

you can clearly understand what your child has learnt this half term and a good way for you to review 

and revise their learning. Regular retrieval of knowledge helps us remember more effectively and helps 

the children have a deeper understanding over time. 

Click here:  Foundation Stage Year 1  Year 2 

 

 

Last week Ash and Willow classes welcomed their Grandparents or another 

special family member into school for the afternoon. The children 

performed some songs and poems for the grandparents. After some 

encouragement the grandparents joined in with some singing too. The 

children then enjoyed showing their grown ups around our classrooms and 

outside area. The refreshment table was very busy although we’re not sure 

how many Grandparents actually got a biscuit!   

http://oaklandsinfants.org/foundation-stage-2/
http://oaklandsinfants.org/year-1/
http://oaklandsinfants.org/year-2/
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Today at our final assembly, the Governors presented six children with a Governor Award, based on our 

school characters. The teachers nominated different children from across the classes for these awards. It 

is always extremely hard to choose when everyone has been doing so well. All the children appeared 

surprised to receive their certificate but proud at the same time. Well done from everyone at the 

Infants.  

Character Name of pupil Class 

Ivy – rising to challenges  Raphael Ford Silver Birch 

Holly – not afraid to fail  Isla Cassidy Elm 

Laurie – pride in achievement William Robotham Ash 

Solo – encouraging independence Louella Galvin Willow 

Goldie – respect for all Levi-James Richardson Beech 

Casey – being happy, cared for and cared 

about 

Willow Rowse Chestnut 
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Foundation Stage 

Our half term topic of Adventure Time has provided a lot of enjoyment and fun.  After our 

discovery that a dinosaur had been in school the children enjoyed writing about where they 

would take a bucketful of dinosaurs for an adventure like Harry and his Bucketful of Dinosaurs.  

As if a dinosaur discovery wasn’t exciting enough we then had a small spaceship crash land in 

our outside area.  The spaceship was accompanied by tiny green footprints so the children have 

been searching high and low for the tiny alien.  The children enjoyed drawing their own aliens and then writing a description 

for them.  In Maths the children have been exploring odd and even numbers and looking at doubles to 10.  As well as all of 

this learning we also held our Grandparents Afternoon this half term.  It was a great success.  The children performed well 

and the grandparents seemed to have a great time.  Our half term has ended with an Arts week.  We have been looking at 

Aboriginal Art and the artist Minnie Pwerle.  The children have been producing their own art pieces and liked being Artists.  

Year 1 

Year 1 have had a really busy half term learning about places near and far, far away, ending with an amazing fusion of Asian 

art during Arts week. The children are looking forward to sharing their creative art pieces with you at our ‘Around the world’ 

art Exhibition on Friday 2nd May. 

In Literacy the children have studied the John Burningham book ‘The Magic bed’ and have written their own adventures 

about places to travel to and what to do there. We all thoroughly enjoyed world book day, dressing up as our favourite book 

characters and sharing stories. 

In science we have been learning about the different seasons and moving on to plants and growing. 

Geography has involved learning about our local area and comparing it to China, recognising the physical and human 

features, similarities and differences, and developing map skills. We even experienced a morning in a Chinese school. 

Thank you for supporting your children’s learning throughout the term with spellings and reading. Wishing everyone a lovely 

Easter break, looking forward to hearing about all your adventures in the Summer term.   

Year 2 

This half term Year 2 have been learning all about how we can keep our 

bodies and minds healthy. In English, we started by off looking at the features 

of instruction texts. We designed and made our own healthy pizzas in DT and 

used this process to help us write our own instructions. More recently, Year 2 

have been reading The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch by Ronda and David Armitage. We helped Mrs Grinling, develop a 

disgusting sandwich to scare the seagulls away from Mr Grinling’s lunch. 

In Maths we have been learning about multiplication and division, including the x and ÷ symbols 

and what they mean. We have been solving multiplication and division problems involving one 

and two steps by sharing and grouping into equal groups as well as counting in 2s, 5s and 10s.  

In Art we looked at the artists Homer and Turner and used watercolour paints to paint our own 

seascapes and did a guided drawing exercise to draw a lighthouse. Our Science learning has focussed on the different things 

we can do to stay healthy including brushing our teeth, washing our hands, exercising and eating a healthy balanced diet.  

Well done Year 2 on completing another busy half term! 
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Little Musketeers is our new club which will be 

running Wednesday mornings from the 30th April 

till the 9th July 7:45-8:30am. This is open to all 

children at the Infants. They have been in this 

week to demonstrate to the children who seemed 

to thoroughly enjoy it. If you would like to book 

this or any of our clubs please click on the link 

below for the booking details are on our website. 

Street Dance Monday’s 7.45 – 8.40am All age groups 

Multi-Sports: Step-Up Monday’s 3.15 – 4.20pm All age groups 

Mindful Minis Monday’s 3:20 – 4:20pm All age groups 

Little Musketeers Wednesday’s 7:45 – 8:40am All age groups 

Violin Wednesday lunchtime Year 2 

Football: Just Play Sports Wednesday’s 3.15 – 4.30pm All age groups 

Judo Thursday’s 7.45 – 8.40am Years 1 and 2 

https://oaklandsinfants.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Oaklands-Infant-School-Flyer.png
https://oaklandsinfants.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/OAK-KS1-MS-2025.pdf
https://oaklandsinfants.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Oakinfants-1.pdf
https://oaklandsinfants.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Little-Musketeers-Booking-Form-Oakland-Infant-School-Summer-2025.pdf
https://oaklandsinfants.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Violin-Club.pdf
https://oaklandsinfants.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Oaklands-6.jpeg
https://oaklandsinfants.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/4d47bc2e-878e-402c-87dd-8197345ff52d.jpg
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Oaklands Infants has been a creative hub this week, as the children experienced a range of exciting art, music and 

drama activities. 

We launched the week with an assembly, talking about what is Art? We discovered that “Art is how we express 

ourselves through pictures, music, dance, and even stories!" Volunteers from each year group took part in the 

creative challenge and had two minutes to show their creativity turning a squiggly line, a set of spoons and a 

baking tray and two words cards (angry and happy) into something imaginative. 

On Tuesday a small group of instrumentalists and the choir came across from the Junior school to give a fantastic 
performance during a special assembly.  We had two guitarists, two pianists and a violinist. The choir sang ‘Don’t 
Look Back in Anger which featured a soloist and some beautiful choral singing. They have just performed at The 
Hexagon with other schools across Wokingham. It was very inspiring! The children have also been listening to Mars 
from Holst’s The Planets Suite and this was followed by each class taking part in a composition workshop with Mrs 
Virgo.  This is one of many pieces which form part of the BBC Ten Pieces projects.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday, we welcomed Philippa from Perform who lead drama workshops with each class exploring the 

underwater world. 

Throughout the week, each class has been a hive of activity, learning about an artist from a particular continent 

and taking part in a range of art projects from collage, painting, printing and 3D work. Staff also joined in with a 

‘Secret Artist’ trail around the school for the children to guess when member of staff had created the artwork.   

Foundation Stage—Willow and Ash went down under and looked at the  work of the aboriginal 

artist Minnie Pwerle. The children used bright bold colours  to create their artwork in the style of 

Minnie. 

Year One – In Year One we have been learning about the Japanese 

artist Yayoi Kusama. We looked at examples of her work and 

explored printing dots with paint in preparation to make our own 

piece of artwork. 

 

Year Two—In Year Two, we  have recreated African landscapes 

collage techniques. We also read the book A Dress for Afiya and 

used printing techniques to make a new dress for her. Our focus artist was Edward 

Tingatinga from Tanzania and we copied his style to decorate elephants. 

 

We are really excited to share our work with you at our Oaklands Infants Art Exhibition on Friday 2nd May. 
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If you have any feedback about our newsletter, please 

email  

admin@oaklands-inf.wokingham.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Family Support Advisor 
Nikki Lenon 

07748 415285  
nlenon@oaklands-inf.wokingham.sch.uk 

 
 

Oaklands Infant School Office 
01344 774644 

admin@oaklands-inf.wokingham.sch.uk 
 
 

Chair of Governors 
Kathryn Pierce 

chair@oaklandsgov.co.uk  

mailto:admin@oaklands-inf.wokingham.sch
mailto:nlenon@oaklands-inf.wokingham.sch.uk
mailto:chair@oaklandsgov.co.uk

