OAKLANDS INFANT SCHOOL g\
X

Deep roots for future growth (f.gﬁ}éﬂts

Dear Parents/Carers,

As we approach the end of another busy half term, I’d like to take a moment to reflect on some of the
exciting events that have taken place across the school.

We began the term with the engaging and informative Louis Taylor Road Safety Show, which delivered
important road safety messages in a fun and memorable way for our children.

Our school art gallery was another highlight—thank you to everyone who attended and supported this
creative showcase. It was a wonderful opportunity to display the incredible range of artwork the children
created during Art Week before the Easter holidays. We’re delighted to share that just under £1,300 was
raised through the sale of children’s artwork and PTA refreshments. Your generosity will help enrich our
arts curriculum further.

VE Day was a wonderful opportunity for both schools to come together to reflect on this important
historical event. It was heart-warming to see pupils gathered on the school field in a sea of red, white
and blue, with some even wearing uniforms. The national anthem and a minute’s silence created a
poignant and respectful moment for all. Earlier in the week, some of our Year 2 children visited Pinehurst
Care Home, joining with the Juniors to host a VE Day quiz with the residents—an experience enjoyed by
all involved.

We've also celebrated health and fitness this half term with year group skipping workshops,
enthusiastically led by Year 6 pupils. They showed impressive leadership and energy in encouraging their
younger peers to stay active and have fun.

Last week, our Year 1 pupils had a fantastic time exploring the natural world during their trip to Woolley
Firs Nature Reserve. We ended the week with a wonderful assembly from Willow Class, showcasing their
learning on the topic of mini-beasts. It was fantastic to see such confidence and enthusiasm from our
youngest children.

Please can you come and check the lost property box in the hall for any missing items as it is over

flowing. Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We look forward to more memorable learning
experiences next half term.

Piss & Weslon

Knowledge Organisers

The Summer 1 knowledge organisers are available to you on the learning pages of the website. This is so
you can clearly understand what your child has learnt this half term and a good way for you to review
and revise their learning. Regular retrieval of knowledge helps us remember more effectively and helps
the children have a deeper understanding over time.

Click here: Foundation Stage Year 1 Year 2
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http://oaklandsinfants.org/foundation-stage-2/
http://oaklandsinfants.org/year-1/
http://oaklandsinfants.org/year-2/

Oaklands Art Exhibition
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A huge thank you to all of you that attended and bought your child’s artwork at our Art Exhibition last
Friday. The event was an enormous success, and we manged to raise £1254.66 towards future
enrichment activities. All the staff and children put in a lot of effort into making the school look
spectacular and I’'m sure you’ll agree the framed art work and displays in the classrooms all looked
amazing. We value creativity at Oaklands, which can be difficult in an ever-busy timetable. A special
thank you to Mrs Miles, St John’s Church and the Methodist Church for kindly loaning us the display
boards. Please see further photos on the website and look out for a video tour coming soon.
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Booknic

Thank you to all the parents and carers who joined us for our Booknic this week. It was lovely to see so
many children and adults engaged in books. Did the quiz challenge you to read a few more books
together? Thank you also to the PTA for providing refreshments on a lovely sunny afternoon. We have
noticed that some adults have stopped listening to their children read. Reading out loud builds a lot of
skills. Please listen to your child read throughout the holidays. Their phonics book should be read at least
3 times for confidence in fluency. Thank you again for your support. Mrs Thuambe

Crowthorne Library

' Next term each class will be walking to Crowthorne library. This supports many

&= aspects of our curriculum, in Geography we will learn about our local area and use
' E directional words turning left and right. For PE, we are developing physical stamina
|in walking the distance. In the library our love for reading will grow as we learn more
"about different sorts of books and expand our choice of reading material. We would
love each child to choose a book to borrow from the library. If your child is not already a member of the

library it is easy to join. Take some photo ID to Crowthorne library on the High Street and the helpful staff
will enrol you and your child/ren.

The children will be walking to the library on the following days.

Year 2 Thursday 26™ June

Year 1 Tuesday 8" July \(

Foundation Stage Tuesday 1* July
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Oaklands Infant School

Summer Term Dates 2025

Activities in June
Return to school
Friday 6" FS — Birdworld trip
Monday 9" - Friday 13™ Y1 phonic screening check and Y2 retakes
Monday 9" School photos
Friday 13™ Yrl Magical toy workshop
Tuesday 17" Year 2 Trip
Friday 20™ 9am: Ash class assembly
Monday 23™ Sports day
Date Activities in July
Wednesday 2™ Inset afternoon 1:00pm collection
Friday 4™ Multi Skills Festival — Yr2
Wednesday 9" Violin assembly
Friday 11" Morning: Whole school transition including 0JS
Thursday 17" 1.45pm: Yr2 Leavers Play to parents
Monday 21* Pm: Yr2 PTA Leavers afternoon - TBC
Tuesday 22" PTA: Crazy Hair Day
1.30pm: End of term
Wednesday 23" Inset day
Date Activities in September
Wednesday 3" Inset day — Teachers only
Thursday 4™ Children return to school / Foundation Stage home-visits

Children who have received a Laurie leaf

(now on display on the Oak Tree in the hall):

Ash: Benjamin, Arthur W, Teo, Heidi, Robyn, Sonny, Zola and Arti

Willow: Bryce, Samuel, Sebi, Evie Hills, Arthur, Sofia, Louella and Joseph
Chestnut: Esme, Aiden, Daisy, Arthur, Margot, Dominic, Jake and Arabella
Silver Birch: Zuzia, Rupert, Jaxon, lvy, Bethan, Alice, Alfie and Jools

Beech: William, Olivia, Arian, Oscar, Harrison, Eesa, Mason and Edie

Elm: Emily F, Ronnie, Darcie, Margaret, Tobias, Tina, Jason and Thomas

Levi and Mariam (Beech class) both received a Goldie leaves. Levi for being an excellent role model,
always following The Oaklands Way in class and around the school. Mariam for always taking
responsibility to ensure the classroom is tidy.
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Foundation Stage

We have packed a lot into a short half term! The children have enjoyed learning about
minibeasts and Willow class did an amazing job of sharing their knowledge to their grown-
ups and Year 6 buddies in a class assembly. The children have produced some lovely
minibeast artwork which is going to be displayed in classrooms. We have listened to lots of
stories and information books and even made our own class minibeast fact books. We have
looked at the lifecycles of caterpillars and frogs. This week we have been learning about
birds. Both classes have been bird spotting and listening to birdsong. We heard and saw so
many birds including Red Kites, Crows, Magpies, Blackbirds and even heard a Firecrest! It has made us very
excited for our upcoming trip to Bird World after the half term break! Other highlights have been our incredible
Art Gallery. We were so proud to display our artwork in such a special way and then walk around and see what
G g the other children had created. The VE Day was a great celebration
and we enjoyed dressing up and waving our flags. We have
B Birdworld to look forward to next, if you haven't paid don’t worry you
| have till the 30th May 2025. After half term there is Ash Classes
B assembly to look forward to on the 20th June at 9am.

Yearl

Year one have squeezed a lot into this half term. As part of our And It Grew topic we planted
nasturtiums before the Easter holiday and have watched them grow each week with mixed results.
Have a look outside our classrooms, we are still waiting for the flowers so we will continue to water
them. We had fun improving our bat and ball skills and we rose to the challenges set by the Year 6
helpers who led a skipping workshop. If you have a bat, ball or skipping rope have a go in your garden
or at the park. In maths we have been using cubes to measure length and height and also in balances to
find the mass of different classroom objects. If you are cooking over the holidays follow the recipe and
measure the ingredients together. Can you measure the length or height of small items at home using
centimetres?

The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle inspired our art. Our splattered backgrounds were in the style of Jackson
Pollock and the petals and leaves used the painting and collage techniques the Eric Carle used. What
other Eric Carle stories do you know?
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Year 2
What a busy half term Year 2 have had!

We have learnt about two significant women in History (Rosa Parks and Emily Davison) who stood up for what they
believed in and helped to bring about equality and a change in society. To enhance their learning, the children have
also been giving talks and presentations to their classes explaining who they are inspired by and why. We have
loved listening to the talks, learning about such a variety of different people and everyone did an amazing job
presenting and answering questions.

In Maths, the classes have been investigating unit and non-unit fractions. We have found fractions of shapes and
amounts and learnt about some equivalent fractions. We have tried to make links with our previous learning about
division and multiplication. In addition, we have been trying to get quicker at our times table facts so that we can
know them as ‘quick as we know our names.’

Our focus text this half term as been Rosie Revere Engineer by Andrea Beatty. We have thoroughly enjoyed finding
out about Rosie and her marvellous inventions, particularly the ‘Cheese-copter hat.” Rosie Revere teaches us never
to give up on your wildest dreams and we were inspired to write our own stories which we are sending to Andrea
Beatty.

Across the rest of the curriculum we have been using algorithms in Computing to make objects move, perfecting

linking movements together in Gym.

In Science, we carried out an investigation to find out which were the most suitable conditions for a plant to grow.
As super Scientists, we used our observational skills then drew conclusions. We were also lucky enough to have a
visit from Michael from the Thames Basin Heath Partnership who taught us about food chains and the range of
different plants and animals you can find within a Heathland.
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A Science Visitor for Year 2

Recently, Year 2 were lucky enough to have a visit from Michael, a member of the

Thames Basin Heaths Partnership, which is an organisation that works to preserve our
precious heathlands. The children learnt about animal food chains as well as about the
interesting creatures that inhabit the British heathlands.

We liked learning about the
heathlands — Isla and Jack
B.

I really enjoyed how
Michael explained
about nature - Tina

What did we remember afterwards?

I remember that foxes eat birds and worms — Olivia

I leamnt that if two animals eat something it becomes a food web — El

I leamnt different names of flowers and that the Nightjar is a nocturnal bird — Mariam

We leamnt that a lot of animals live in the heathlands — Sophie I and Samhita

I learnt about Nightjars. I didn't know they ate moths — Emily F.

I learnt that you should never light a fire in the heathlands — Leticia

I learnt that we should enjoy the heathland that we have left — Tobias

I learnt that you should never touch a grass snake or it could squirt a slime that really smells
- Ethan

We liked learning about all the animals
and seeing the pictures too — Freddie,
Ella and Eesa

We enjoyed making food chains —
Jason and CJ

Learn more about our heathlands and how to
protect them here

https.//www thhparinership org uk/about-us/
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Year 1 Woolley Firs Trip

Year 1 had such a lovely day out at Woolly Firs Environmental Education Centre on Thursday. We spent
the day in the beautiful woodland and meadows connecting with nature, and deepening our
understanding of the life cycle of plants and the interdependency of plants and pollinating insects. We
explored the woodland to find seeds, made our own environmentally friendly plant pots and planted
sunflower seeds, took part in the ‘Secret names of Trees’ identification game, and even dressed up as
bees to pollinate a flower!

We were so proud of the children’s engagement, curiosity and desire to learn more about the natural
world around them.
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Green ‘Week

with
Crowthorne Parish Council

7-15 June

A packed week of events to increase
awareness of climate change, encourage a
greener, net zero 11'festy1e, and to celebrate
our village habitats. Please join us!

Family Support Advisor

2 > Nikki Lenon
Py p|_AY BUS , | 07748 415285
FOR H|RE nlenon@oaklands-inf.wokingham.sch.uk

Oaklands Infant School Office
01344 774644
admin@oaklands-inf.wokingham.sch.uk

Chair of Governors
Kathryn Pierce

Birthday parties j chair@oaklandsgov.co.uk
Weddings

Schools

Nurseries

_ If you have any feedback about our newsletter, please
Corporate Events

email

admin@oaklands-inf.wokingham.sch.uk
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