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OAK TREE NEWS 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 

As we come to the end of another busy and exciting half term, I would like to take a moment to thank 
you for your continued support and involvement in school life. I know it can be challenging to attend 
multiple events, so we truly appreciate you taking the time to be involved. 

Our final few weeks of term have been full of festive cheer and memorable experiences for the children. 
We were incredibly proud of all the pupils who took part in our Christmas play, ‘Noisy Nativity’ and 
delighted by their confidence, enthusiasm and teamwork. The children also thoroughly enjoyed the 
pantomime, which brought lots of laughter, a few screams and plenty of fun. 

Our class Celebrations of Learning gave parents and carers a fantastic opportunity to see the children’s 
hard work over the last term, especially their Star Writes in Year 1 and Year 2 and Drawing Club in the 
Foundation Stage. Our annual Christmas Carols at St John’s Church were a special highlight for many of 
us, creating a lovely sense of community and seasonal reflection. Yesterday, the children enjoyed a 
delicious Christmas lunch and class parties, making lasting memories with their friends. 

Across every classroom, the children have been busy with a wide range of arts and crafts,  alongside 
their regular learning, which has continued as enthusiastically as ever during this very busy term. 

A big thank you to all the staff this term. A huge amount of work goes on behind the scenes to deliver 
these Christmas events while continuing with the curriculum and often battling colds at the same time. 
We are very lucky to have such a kind, nurturing and dedicated team, ensuring your children are safe 
and able to thrive. 

I would also like to extend my thanks to our fantastic PTA. This term, you have generously given your 
time to support the school through events such as fireworks, discos, Elfridges and providing 
refreshments at the plays. These donations will not only fund future projects but also support a range of 
curriculum workshops later in the year for all the children. 

Staff, PTA, Governors, parents, carers and children — I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. I look forward to seeing you all in 2026!  
 

Best wishes 
Miss Weston 

Deep roots for future growth  

OAKLANDS INFANT SCHOOL 

  

If anyone would still like to donate to raise much 
needed funds for a PA System to be used for 

Oaklands Schools and the PTA please click on the 
link below. 

Just Giving  

https://www.justgiving.com/page/oaklands-schools-christmas-fundraiser?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
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Foundation Stage 

Our half term started with  the topic, ‘People who help us.’  We learnt about 

many different job roles in our community.  The children had some great ideas 

about what they would like to do when they are grown-ups. We were fortunate 

enough to have visits from both the police 

and the fire brigade! Both classes have 

been working hard in phonics and have 

begun to write simple sentences with 

some support.  We have been amazed at 

their have a go attitude and the progress they are making.  The last few 

weeks have consisted of a lot of Christmas fun including two plays, a carol 

concert at the church, a visit to the pantomime, Christmas lunch, parties 

and lots of Christmas crafts.  The children are very excited about Santa’s 

imminent arrival and are looking forward to a rest over the break after 

what has been a very hectic half term! 

Year 1 

This half term our topic has been Walk on the Wild Side. The children have enjoyed learning about different 

animal groups in science and shared their knowledge through the talks they have given to their class about an 

animal. Thank you to the parents who have supported them in some research and learning their talk at home. 

We now know lots of facts about all sorts of animals, their habitats and diets. In DT, we created sliders so that an 

animal could move stealthily through the jungle. It is great to hear that some children also had a go at home. 

As the term comes to a close we have enjoyed performing ‘A Noisy Nativity’ as well as visiting the Wilde theatre 

to see ‘Mother Goose’ and walking to the church for our carol service. 

A big thank you to all for the lovely gifts and all the support throughout the term. Wishing every one a very 

Merry Christmas and a HAPPY NEW YEAR. 

Knowledge Organisers 

The Autumn 2 knowledge organisers are available to you on the learning pages of the website.  This is so you can 

clearly understand what your child has learnt this half term and a good way for you to review and revise their 

learning. Regular retrieval of knowledge helps us remember more effectively and helps the children have a 

deeper understanding over time. 

Click here:  Foundation Stage        Year 1     Year 2 

http://oaklandsinfants.org/foundation-stage-2/
http://oaklandsinfants.org/year-1/
http://oaklandsinfants.org/year-2/


 

Issue 4 - Friday, 19th December 2025 

Year 2 

Year 2 have had another busy half term learning about the history behind calendar events marked during the 

months of November and December. As historians we discovered the reasons behind the Gunpowder Plot 

before looking at the significance of the poppy. We visited St John’s Church and looked at the names of the 

brave soldiers from Crowthorne who gave their lives. You can see the key facts and information the children 

learnt in this half term’s Knowledge Organisers on the Year 2 learning page of the website. 

In Art, the children have used watercolours and pastels to create some amazing pictures of poppies.  We learnt 

about the artist Georgia O’Keefe and used her work as inspiration for close up images. 

In Literacy we have continued with our Clever Writer Key Skills.  We have written a diary entry and a character 

description based upon two brilliant texts, Vlad and the Great Fire of  London and The Owl Who Was Afraid of 

the Dark. In Maths, we have started looking at strategies for addition and subtraction. Year 2 have also been 

super Scientists, investigating the most suitable material for making Nanna’s sock!  Well done Elm and Beech for 

a great first term in Year 2! 

Please find attached to the          

newsletter Christmas reading bingo 

that your children might like to     

participate in to keep reading fun 

during the holidays.  



 

Issue 4 - Friday, 19th December 2025 

Year 2’s Letter to a  World War I soldier 

Dear Robert Holdway 

Thank you for giving your life in World War 1. Your family missed you and I’m sure it must have been          

terrifying going to war. I am sure your family were devastated to receive the telegram saying you would not 

be returning home. I would love to know more about you because it was a long time ago, we don’t have much 

information. Each year we will remember you by wearing a poppy on Remembrance Day. 

From  

Jake (Beech Class) 

 

Dear Victor 

Thank you for risking your life in the war. I’m sorry you had to live in the trenches for a long time. I’m sad that 

you had to leave your family. You had to sleep in your uncomfortable clothes. Thank you for making England 

a peaceful and happy place with no more wars.  

Lots of love 

Isla M (Elm Class) 
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Value Awards  

Today at our end of term assembly, class teachers presented six children with a Value 

Award, based on our school characters. The teachers nominated different children from 

across the classes for these awards. It is always extremely hard to choose when            

everyone has been doing so well.  All the children appeared surprised to receive their 

certificate but proud at the same time. Well done from everyone at the Infants.  

Character Name of pupil Class 

Ivy – rising to challenges Hallie W Ash 

Holly – not afraid to fail Arlo H Willow 

Laurie – pride in achievement Ellerie D Silver Birch 

Solo – encouraging independence Jessica H Beech 

Goldie – respect for all Hattie D Chestnut 

Casey – being happy, cared for and cared 

about 
Thomas S Elm 
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Oaklands Infant School 

Spring Term Dates 2026 

Date Activities in January 

Spring 1 Character Focus: Solo 

Monday 5th      
 Inset day 

Tuesday 6th
 Children return to school 

Monday 12th
 9am: Juniors Open morning (Yr2 parents) 

Tuesday 13th
 Yr2 Yoga starting 

Wednesday 14th
 Scooter workshop – Yr1 

Thursday 15th Deadline for applications to Juniors and Foundation Stage 2026 

Friday 16th
 Newsletter & Home-Learning sheets 

2pm: PTA AGM 

Thursday 22nd
 All day: Yr1 Windsor Castle trip  

Date Activities in February 

WB 2nd
 National Story Telling Week 

National Mental Health Week  

Wednesday 4th
 9am: Silver Birch class assembly 

Friday 6th
 NSPCC Number day 

Tuesday 10th
 Safer Internet Day 

3.30pm - 7.00pm: Parents Evening 

Thursday 12th
 3.30pm – 6.00pm: Parents Evening 

Friday 13th
 Newsletter 

3.30pm: End of half term 

HALF-TERM Monday 16th February – Friday 20th February 

We are pleased to inform you that we are offering scooter training on Wednesday 14th January 2026. 
The training is open to pupils in Year 1 only. 

  

The main objective is to improve your child’s awareness of road safety issues, particularly with those   

children who use their scooter to travel to school. If they do not own a scooter then they can share/

borrow, please do not buy a scooter just for this session.  

 

Your child will need to bring with them for the session: 

  

A scooter (labelled with child’s name)  

A helmet (which must be of the correct size and fit properly) 
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Children who have received a Holly leaf  

(now on display on the Oak Tree in the hall):  

 
Ash: Jack, Indy, Arthur G, Cara, Sophia H, Margot, Leah, Ebrahim, River and April  

Willow: Ryan, Max, Reilly, Mila, Raphael, India, Sophie, Finlay, Benjamin and Remy 

Chestnut: Bryce, Ari, Hayley, Esme, Arti, Shayden, Lily, Persephone, Aryash and Robyn 

Silver Birch: Rocco, Louis, Alfie, Louella, Evie, Rosie, Sam, Zola, Benjamin and Nathan 

Beech: Lucas, Oliver, Alex, Ottilie, Arthur, Domnic, Benjamin, Avery, Ryan and Connor 

Elm: Archer, Luna, Arabella C, Kenan, Raphy, Bethan, Ava, Ezra, Alex and Ivy  

Little Musketeers 

They will run a 10-week course, sessions begin on Wednesday 14th Jan at 07:45 - 08:40am, running weekly till 

Wednesday 25th March 2026 (excluding half term). This session has now been opened up to reception classes. To 

book this and any of our other clubs, please us the link below to our website. More information on Little 

Musketeers is in the video below. 

Clubs on the website 

 

Little Musketeers Virtual Assembly on Vimeo  

https://oaklandsinfants.org/extra-school-clubs/
https://vimeo.com/475075208?share=copy
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If you have any feedback about our newsletter, please email  

admin@oaklands-inf.wokingham.sch.uk 

mailto:admin@oaklands-inf.wokingham.sch

